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Services October 2025 - January 2026

OCTOBER Cultivating Compassion
SUNDAY 5" OCTOBER: Sheila Bond, Chapel Society member
SUNDAY 12" OCTOBER: Patsy Clarke, Chapel Society member
SUNDAY 19" OCTOBER: Rev Barnaby Feder (Anniversary Service)
SUNDAY 26™ OCTOBER: Dr Martyn Agass, Chapel Society member

NOVEMBER Nurturing Gratitude

SUNDAY 2" NOVEMBER: Rev Edie Campbell, Interfaith Minister
SUNDAY 9" NOVEMBER: Rev Sue Woolley, MUA District Minister
SUNDAY 16" NOVEMBER: Prof Mina Fazel, Bahai community
SUNDAY 23" NOVEMBER: Rev Michael Allured MBE, Golders Green
SUNDAY 30" NOVEMBER: Rev Patrick Timperley, Boston Unitarians

DECEMBER Choosing Hope

SUNDAY 7" DECEMBER: Rev Sue Sinnamon, Chapel Society Chair
SUNDAY 14" DECEMBER: Dr Michael Ahanchian, Chapel Society member
SUNDAY 21° and 28" DECEMBER: Online services (HMC is closed)

JANUARY 2026 Practising Resistance

SUNDAY 4™ JANUARY: Rev Sue Sinnamon, Chapel Society Chair
SUNDAY 11" JANUARY: TBC

SUNDAY 18™ JANUARY: Mary Jones, John Pounds Chapel
SUNDAY 25™ JANUARY: Bert Clough, Chapel Society member

MONTHLY DISCUSSION GROUP

The themed discussion group takes place once a month after the
service, in person and online. Dates will be announced in the weekly
bulletin.

For those who would like to attend Sunday services online the Zoom
link for 2025 is: 879 7913 6210 (no password)

Weekly updates available on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/OxfordUnitarians

Service listings and recordings of previous services available via links to
'Sunday Services', and 'Past services' on the Oxford Unitarians website.
There is also a 'Newsletter' link to our quarterly newsletters.

www.OxfordUnitarians.org I
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Trustees’ Report September 2025

Sue Sinnamon - Chair
Christopher Whitehouse - Acting Treasurer
Julie Page — Hon. Secretary
At large members:

Ruth Baer Charles Roberts Holly Templer
Michael Zand Ahanchian

Our most recent work has been convening the Sub-Committee to conduct the search for a part-
time minister. We asked for nominations, ideally representing members who participate in our
various activities. The trustees selected six members representing trustees, the Social Justice
Team, Friendly Carers, and both long-term and more recent members.

An advert for our position is listed under ministerial vacancies on the national Unitarian webpage.
Our Sub-Committee will review applications, watch sermons, check references, interview and
finally select one candidate to present to the congregation for a vote. The process is confidential to
protect folks in current jobs who would like to be considered for the position. This is an exciting
time for us as we grow into our future.

At our most recent Committee meeting the trustees also selected recipients for our four special
collections. In October we kick off our collection for Asylum Welcome’s foodbank with a Harvest
Festival. We will bring in some of our harvest and share it with others. In December we will collect
monetary donations for Send a Child to Hucklow, in addition to the teddy bears, toothbrushes and
toothpaste we collect throughout the year. In March we will collect for a Red Cross programme
(most recently Gaza), and in June we will collect for The Hungarian Unitarians’ work with Ukrainian
refugees in Romania. If you know of a group we should consider, please let us know.

If you look at the front page of this newsletter you will see pictures of the trustees, the Worship
Group leader, Jacky Woodman, and the Social Media manager, Patsy Clarke. These are all hard-
working volunteers. When you see them, thank them for the work they do on our behalf. You could
also consider joining us: nominations for the Committee will be accepted in advance of the AGM in
November. If you haven’t already, consider joining the Committee and serve with us. (We meet
every two months via Zoom.) Now is also a good time to consider becoming a member of the
Chapel Society. You can find information about membership on our website:
https://www.oxfordunitarians.org/membership/

This is an amazing community. When folks see a need they step up to help. It is a privilege to be part
of this Chapel Society.

Sue Sinnamon, MCOCS Chair
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From the Worship Group

Jacqueline Woodman, Sue Sinnamon, Julie Page, Patsy Clarke, Mphala Mogudi, Steve Hodges,
Kay Wardle, Michael Zand Ahanchian
The Worship Group consists of Chapel Society members who collaborate with the trustees, other
members and preachers to organise and facilitate Sunday worship. We welcome new members to
the Worship Group as well as offers of help to organise and conduct our services.

We continue to gain inspiration from monthly themes October: Cultivating Compassion
using the excellent UUA resource, Soul Matters. November: Nurturing Gratitude
We do not currently have a minister or any paid December: Choosing Hope
administrative staff to organise or support our worship January: Practising Resistance

February: Embodying Resilience

services, so it is very much a team effort by our . .
March: Paying Attention

volunteers. Our Anniversary Service on 19" October will o . -

. . April: Embracing Possibility
celebrate all volunteers who contribute to the life of the May: Awakening Curiosity
Chapel Society. We invite reflections on your experiences June: Flourishing Together
as a volunteer to share in the service. Please email your Service themes from
comments and ideas to: OxfordUnitarians@gmail.com. October 2025

On Sunday 12" October many city centre streets will be closed for the Oxford Half Marathon
so on that day Chapel Society member Patsy Clarke will lead our annual Poetry Service
online (with an option to view the service in chapel). The theme is Cultivating Compassion.

Looking further ahead, on Sunday 16™ November members from the Bahai community will join
with us in an interfaith service. Our final service in chapel for 2025 will be the Christmas Carol
service on Sunday 14" December. The college will be closed over Christmas and New Year and
there will be no services in chapel on 21 or 28™ December. Details of online services during the
festive season will be released closer to the time. The first service in 2026 will be on Sunday 4™
January and Rev Sue Sinnamon will introduce the theme for January 2026: Practising Resistance.

We look forward to welcoming everyone, whether in person or online, to our Sunday worship and
trust that you will find a find a sacred space that is warm and welcoming.

From the Social Justice Group
Oxford: A City of Hope

Our Chapel Society is a member of Oxford Citizens, a broad-based alliance of faith groups, schools,
colleges, and charities that is affiliated to Citizens UK, a national network of civil societies which
campaigns for a fairer society for all.

Oxford Citizens have launched a city-wide Listening Campaign to connect member organisations
with one another, share stories, and develop a practical vision for positive change. For the next
three months individual member organisations will be identifying key themes for joint action, and
grassroots leaders will be trained to develop specific campaigns.

What are the local issues that most concern you? Unaffordable housing and homelessness,
perhaps? Support for destitute asylum seekers? The need for more youth clubs? What else? Please
come and share your stories and concerns at a meeting convened by our Social Justice Group in
the Warrington Room after the chapel service on Sunday 9 November, and/or at a follow-up
meeting after the service on Sunday 7 December. We need everyone's input. Further details will
follow in the Chapel Society's weekly email bulletins.

Holly Templer and Catherine Robinson
On behalf of the Social Justice Group
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In Memory of Janet Smith

Janet Esther Smith died on 5th August 2025 at the age of 90. Her funeral was conducted by Rev Peter Hewis on 27th August.
Here are extracts from her eulogy.

When someone has lived to be 90 years old, it's impossible to summarise their life in just a few
minutes, but Janet has helped us because we have used a passage that she knew well by the Indian
philosopher Rabindranath Tagore:

“If you feel sad do think of me,
for that's what I'll like.”
So many will be thinking of Janet today.

Do think of me. Janet was born on 2nd November 1934 to Alec and Esther McGowan, an only child. There
might be people from her days at the Ursuline Convent in Brentwood who will be thinking of her, but even
before school Janet could read, thanks to reading the back page of her father’s Times newspaper and being
encouraged by her parents.

Do think of me. There could be people from Birkbeck College, where Janet earned a degree in history and
there could be those who attended evening classes in Librarianship where Janet first met Martin. Then there
could be those who were present in 1962 at Gidea Park when Janet and Martin were married at St Michael
and All Angels by Canon Leech.

Librarians and library users in many places will be thinking of Janet, at Essex County Library, University
College in London and certainly there will be those who knew her at St Hilda’s College in Oxford, and finally
in the Radcliffe Science Library, Oxford, both staff and hundreds of students. Even in Russia there are
librarians who will be thinking of her, from the time when Martin and Janet first went there on a Goodwill
Holiday arranged by the Quakers.

Neighbours and friends in and around their homes in Oxford and, since 1971, in Abingdon where Janet and
Martin moved to be near Janet's parents. Fifty-four years in Bath Street brings the most precious memories,
including those of people who knew her as a volunteer in the Oxfam shop, following in her mother’s
footsteps. People thinking of her include those in the charities that she supported including the RNLI, the
PDSA, the Cats’ Protection League and the Mayhew Animal Home.

In various churches people will think of her. Throughout her life Janet had a religious faith, firstly with the
Church of England, then a brief period with Abingdon Baptists and finally for many years at our Unitarian
congregation in Oxford. It was another librarian who first took Janet to Golders Green Unitarians decades
ago. One of Janet’s contributions was to be Secretary of the Women’s League and that task only ended a few
years ago. Her broad religious outlook is represented in her own marriage: a Quaker and a Unitarian! Most of
today’s service is based on words that Janet and Martin heard in our chapel and our one hymn today (This is
my song, 226 in Hymns for Living) reflects Janet’s international, humanitarian outlook. People in Russia and
Germany might be thinking of her.

Do think of me. Those words are most meaningful for her family, especially for Martin who has shared sixty-
three years of marriage, for sons David and Jonathan, then later for daughters-in-law Sarah, Laura and the
grandsons, Andrew, Edward, Alexander and Thomas. I’'m sure that you have lovely memories of your
grandparents.

Do think of me - | ask you all to do that now and bring any special thoughts of Janet, perhaps of meals
around a family table, Janet reading to her sons and grandsons, Birthdays, Christmas, listening to music.

Farewell My Friends

Farewell, farewell, my friends

| smile and bid you goodbye.

No, shed no tears

For | need them not,

All I need is your smile.

If you feel sad, do think of me

For that’s what I’ll like.

When you live in the hearts of those you love
Remember then

You never die.

by Rabindranath Tagore (extract)
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A Slice of Chapel History - Jacqueline Woodman

One of the joys of doing the Advanced Worship Studies and Leadership Course with Unitarian College is
an obligatory module called Unitarian History. For someone who has worshipped with Oxford Unitarians
for 16 years in our beautiful and historic chapel, delving into its history was indeed, a joy!

Unitarians in Oxford have a much longer history than the chapel or college itself. While Manchester
College in Oxford was opened in 1893, four years after the college had been transferred from London to
temporary quarters at 90, High Street, Oxford, the college had several forerunners in other locations.

With the ejection of nonconformists from the established church in 1662 with the Act of Conformity,
and subsequent persecution of dissenters, new establishments came into being in protest. Excluded
from established Universities, nonconformists founded new centres of learning as an act of
determined faith. In 1670 Richard Frankland, one of the ejected clergy, opened an academy at Rathmel
in Yorkshire, the first of a line of nonconformist schools of learning (Manchester College was the sixth).
The significance of this quiet but very effectual protest against the persecuting laws ensured the
survival of our dissenting tradition.

While the initial colleges or academies may not have been more than grammar schools, over time their
alumni went out into the professions of law and medicine, and into the ministry of religion. In the
middle of the 18™ century came an enlargement of scope, with the Warrington Academy grouping
together with the Manchester Academy of 1786 (the forerunner of Manchester College, Oxford). The
college moved several times: after seventeen years in Warrington the college located to York for
thirty-seven years, followed by thirteen years in Manchester and thirty-six in London. Finally, in 1889,
it arrived in Oxford!

2025 will be the 132™ year since the dedication service for our chapel was held on Wednesday 18th
October 1893. On reading the original opening proceedings | learned that the Rev Dr Martineau gave
the Address at the communion service on Thursday 19" October 1893 in the chapel in which I've
worshipped and led services! On reading the words he spoke that day the opening paragraph caught
my attention:

"We have dedicated this building to the service of God in spirit and in
truth. It remains that we dedicate ourselves, in all our use of it and life
within it, to the highest claims of the Spirit and the surest leadings of the
Truth. Its fair proportions, and graceful lines, and shapely spaces, must
no longer offer themselves as the empty shell inviting pious souls to
enter. The time is come for the beauty of holiness to take possession of
its congenial abode: this is the hour to realise, in thought and vow, the
temper which should breathe through mind and heart and life around
this shrine”

Particularly striking for me is the 'look' of the
chapel when Martineau spoke these words.
There were no colourful stained-glass
windows that | take for granted as having
always been there. | have always thought of
our chapel as unchanging and immovable -
two obviously incorrect assumptions on my
part. May we always be open to change and
able to move as the future demands.

The chapel on 18" October 1893

References:

1.Manchester College, Oxford. Proceedings and Addresses on the occasion of the Opening of the College Buildings and Dedication of
the chapel, October 18-19, 1893. Longmans, Green and Co, London (1894)

2.A History of Manchester College. V.D. Davis. George All & Unwin Ltd, London (1932)
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Unitarians at Greenbelt 2025 - Mari Leeks

“What's Greenbelt?” | hear you ask, and well you might. Unless you're “in the know"” through your local
church (denomination is immaterial: Anglican, URC, Methodists, Baptists, Roman Catholic, Quaker and
other faith groups are all included), it's not a music festival you'd hear about in the same breath as
Cropredy, Womad or Glastonbury.

This year marks the 20™ anniversary since | first attended Greenbelt and it's been an annual fixture for
me ever since. The festival itself began in 1974 and over that time it's grown and changed a lot, though
it's still true to its arts, faith and justice roots. Nowadays it's a Free Christian event with the emphasis
very much on inclusivity as evidenced in this year's introduction to the festival programme:

“..In a world where compassion can be considered a sin and empathy as weakness, we all need a place
where we can simply be, safe in the knowledge that whoever we are and whoever we love (and whether
we consider ourselves to have faith or not), we will be accepted, included and loved. Because you don’t
have to be a person of faith to feel the value of the love and empathy you experience onsite at
Greenbelt...”

Does this sound like our Unitarian and Free Christian fellowship? Yes? Then like me, you may well have
wondered why on earth Unitarians haven’t been a presence at Greenbelt before this year.

Imagine my surprise therefore when, without any prior knowledge and looking through the festival
programme notes, | discovered that Liz Slade (Chief Officer of the UK Unitarian movement) was in
conversation with Brian Eno (musician, producer, visual artist, activist and founding member of Roxy
Music) to “bring their perspectives as religious outsiders to ask if art and religion have a shared
purpose. Can religion, like art, be a place of joy and fun, or does holiness stifle collective creativity?”
Needless to say | attended the hour-long conversation, and very interesting it was too.

The very next day | was even more surprised to discover an “inclusive, soulful gathering of quiet
reflection, creative sharing and co-created ritual” hosted by Unitarians directly after the Sunday
Communion. Led by Unitarian student ministers Janine Sim, Rob Foreman and Shana Parvin with Rev
Kate Dean, the gathering was billed as “a gentle, spacious invitation to pause and reconnect.” After
sharing communion with 9000-plus people squashed into a green space the size of a football field, who
could resist?

The gathering was held in The Shelter, a venue advertised as a “...place to nourish your soul and offer
your prayers and praise across the weekend” with “devotion, reflection and theology from a variety of
traditions and faiths and for people of all backgrounds.” And how wonderful it all was - a quiet,
contemplative and meaningful hour which included directed meditation as well. At the end we were
encouraged to bless the people next to us using (if we wished) symbols of our choice: a mandala, a
little tube of bubbles or a heart. | chose all three!

During the blessing | discovered that the lady sitting next to me had recently moved to a city which had
a Unitarian chapel. After a long period away from established Christianity (she’d given it up for all the
reasons familiar to many of us) she’d started worshipping there. But she found that something was
missing and as a Unitarian, she’d come along to Greenbelt for the first time as part of her religious
journey of re-discovery.

Given her previous Christian background, | shared the information she needed to get in touch with UCA
(Unitarian Christian Association). Although | may never know whether Free Christianity was the
‘something missing’ from her Unitarian life, nevertheless for me her experience illustrates the
conundrum of “the road less travelled” between it and Unitarianism as a practice rather than a theology.
Is there really such a great dichotomy?
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Unitarians at Greenbelt 2025 - continued

If it’s down to a lack of knowledge and understanding, it was pleasing to discover that we Unitarians
had a stand in an area called the Greenbelt Takeaway, with lots of information about Unitarians and
UK Unitarianism. There | met student minister Rob Foreman again and was cheered to hear that the
Unitarian presence had attracted a good level of interest and discussion.

Greenbelt 2026

A weekend of music, comedy,
craft, theatre, dance, food,
spirituality, talks, provocation

and more.
27 - 30 August 2026
Boughton House,
Y nr Kettering NN14 1BJ

GREENBELT www.greenbelt.org.uk/
FESTIVAL

SOMEWHERE TO BELIEVE IN

Beyond Unitarian events at this year’s Greenbelt, | managed to get to a communal sing-song "Beer
and Hymns", as well as performances including well-known folk singer Kate Rusby. | also attended
talks and discussions led by Mike Berners-Lee and Kate Raworth, comedy and circus performances
and a café-style evening service.

To sum up, Greenbelt is a unique inclusive festival of music and talks a-plenty, children’s and young
people’s events, performance and comedy, art and crafts plus much, much more. Although it’s
couched in the context of being a liberal Christian event, you definitely don’t have to be a Christian
to attend or to get anything out of it. It was a joy and a pleasure to see Unitarians and Unitarianism at
Greenbelt where they belong, sharing the stage with others of faith and none.

MIM] FESTIWAL OF USIT

WOV Save the date! pﬁdadﬁjj

The next PocketFuse on Saturday 15™ November (10.30 - 3pm)

-

is to be held at Horsham Unitarian Church, Worthing Road, in Congregatiohs ﬁ \
Horsham, West Sussex RH12 1SL, led by James Croft, recently Led by James Crof¢ ﬁ"'/’l
appointed University Chaplain and Lead Faith Advisor to the T
University of Sussex, making him the first Humanist Lead Sanuecir 15 Mavembes st Horsham Ustarian Church
Chaplain at any UK University. Ee:_«%mm%%:mf:ﬂ::umﬁmt
oo delignang o donlio. Bsanead of keolang a1 the Cauwes of
For more information on PocketFuse: ey e s, ] et 13 <R Dt RS
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A Unitarian Spiritual Journey - Jacqueline Woodman

Whenever | enter our chapel on Sundays, I'm always pleasantly surprised to see new faces, returning
visitors and long-standing members. Unfortunately in the hurry of getting everything ready for the
service | usually find no time to ask others a question which I've reflected on recently: how would
you describe your Unitarian journey? It is in the sharing of our stories, by recounting our narrative
and listening to others, that | feel we truly minister to each other and grow spiritually. So here is my
story, and | invite you, if you feel able, to share yours in the months and years to come.

My background was a strongly Western-based Christianity with a
compassionate African humanist approach to politics. My world view
broadened when | met my husband, who is an Oxford-trained academic
in Islamic Studies and African and Middle Eastern history. It will come
as no surprise that through many extensive travels on shared field trips
encountering several different cultures and creeds over the past 35
years, my opinions and thoughts on religion, politics and culture reflect
a globalist view that challenges the predominant Western paradigm. My
spiritual understanding of myself and my place in the cosmos has also
developed and expanded in a similar manner, in large part thanks to the
freedom that my Unitarianism has enabled me to interrogate the
difficult but pressing questions that sadly my previous religious life in
the evangelical movement would not permit.

Jacqueline Woodman

My professional life as a doctor raises questions every day: why are we born, why do we suffer, what
happens when we die? | have come to realise that admitting that | do not have all the answers to
satisfy every individual is not a spiritual failing; it is, in fact, an ongoing human quest of seeking the
ultimate spiritual truth, what the Sufis call ‘meeting the Beloved’, what Judeo-Christians call ‘coming
face to face with God’, what Buddhists call ‘achieving Nirvana’ It can be disconcerting for many who
ask me about certitude to be told that | as a 'believer' am open to what the universe (or God) reveals
to me on a daily basis. This revelation is not sealed but in constant dialogue with my inner self (or
soul). | find myself being surprised at how peaceful it can be to allow uncertainty to be the only
certainty and an open question to be the only answer to each question.

While | enjoy exploring multiple mystical paths that lead me to many exciting spiritual places, in the
end | find myself most at home in my newly discovered Christian mystical spiritual identity. It is as if,
after a long journey to many exotic and faraway lands, | come home and recognise an old childhood
friend and as if we've never been apart. Of course, | can draw on my distant experiences and often
do; | can identify with the many different cultures and faiths that | have encountered. | can
understand disparate viewpoints and am willing to listen to opposing and dissenting opinions;
however my sense of inner identity has 'settled’ Through regular spiritual practices (such as weekly
worship services and walking meditations), | feel a healthy balance between the old attitudes and
the new insights that | have been blessed with. Unitarianism has allowed me to make this journey
and through the Unitarian communities that | have encountered, | have been nourished and
encouraged to continue this path.

Unitarian Journeys is our new occasional series. Are you willing to share the story of your own
Unitarian journey? Contact the newsletter team: OxfordUnitarians@gmail.com
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Forthcoming Services and Service Leaders

Rev Barnaby Feder

Barnaby is a lifelong Unitarian Universalist raised in a San Francisco Bay
Area congregation his mother helped organise in the early 1950s. He
became a UU minister in 2011 after four decades as a journalist, most of
it as a business and technology reporter at the New York Times. His New
York Times years included a 1982-85 stint in London covering the UK,
Ireland and Scandinavia. As a minister, Rev Feder served congregations
in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Vermont prior to his retirement this
past June. He and his wife, Michele Lowy, began visiting Oxford
periodically in 2021 when their oldest son, Linus, arrived for post-
doctoral physics work with lasers at the Clarendon Lab.

Barrnaby Feder
Their visits have become more frequent since Linus and his wife, Mills Brown, became parents

last September of Elie. Barnaby and Michele live in a zero-energy home they designed in
Middebury, Vermont, USA. They currently share it with an Afghan college student and their
indoor cat, Alma. Their two other children, Matilda and Alfie, live in Washington DC. Rev Feder is
a strong supporter of the recent Unitarian Universalist Association by-law changes centring UU
values on embodying the many guises of Love. He works with community groups serving
homeless Vermonters, an Indivisible chapter nurturing resistance to the Trump Administration’s
efforts to dismantle democracy, networks supporting justice for immigrants, a local NAACP
chapter fighting racism, and on local responses to climate change. He believes UU congregations
are among the most fascinating outcomes of human evolution. He likes the saying that ours is
the one faith to have when you are having more than one. His spirit animal and occasional
companion in sermonizing is a Northern Saw-Whet owl named Philia.

Barnaby leads our service on Sunday 19*" October

Dr Martyn Agass

Martyn writes: In 2007, following a newspaper review, | read a book
~ entitled, ‘The Trouble with God’ by David Boulton, an often-humorous
- account of the author’s spiritual journey and his quest to establish a

4 humanist Republic of Heaven. Stimulated by this book | took the ‘Belief-o-
tll matic’ test online, which confirmed my latent Unitarianism and led to my
discovery of Manchester College Oxford Chapel Society.

Until retirement | was a family doctor working in a traditional way in a
L. community in South Oxfordshire providing care, with our team, to people
of all ages and persuasions. Many of the ailments about which people
consult their doctors belie more complex and less tangible problems and |
found it fulfilling to explore and define issues of this nature during my
Martyn Agass work.

Life in retirement has enabled me to pursue my love of music, playing the viola and singing with
local choirs. | have a lifelong love of swimming, enjoy working in our garden and walking — either
in our local countryside or on holidays further afield. The joy of these pleasures has been
enhanced by the wonderful addition to our family of our grandson, born almost one year ago.

Martyn leads our service on Sunday 26" October
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Rev Edie Campbell

Edie is a friend of Meadrow Unitarians, Godalming, and an Interfaith
minister, creating and leading Sunday services, funerals, weddings
and baby blessings, as well as holding women's circles. Edie designed
and taught an elective course on death and dying for first-year
medical students. She has worked as a proofreader, a simulated
patient for medical school exams, as the registrar for Women in
Power and in university admin. Edie is an actress with LynchPin
Productions and performs an award-wining one-woman play, Apples
in Winter.

Of Dutch and Canadian parentage, Edie has a BA from Oxford Poly
(as was) in English and French Literature, and an MA in English
Literature from the University of lowa where she lived for nine years. Edie Campbell

Having moved back to the UK in 1997, Edie and her American husband, Jack, now divide their
time between Godalming and the US, where her two step-children and three grandchildren live.

Edie leads our service on Sunday 2" November

Rev Sue Woolley

Sue is a fifth-generation Unitarian. She is District Minister and
Secretary of the Midland Unitarian Association and has pastoral
oversight of the Banbury Unitarian Fellowship. National roles include
Secretary of the Unitarian Peace Fellowship, Journal Editor for the
Ministerial Fellowship and Worship Studies course tutor.

"1

Sue Woolley . Sue leads our service on Sunday 9" November

Rev Michael Allured MBE

AR e, Ll
Michael Allured began his ministry with Golders Green Unitarians in 'T
2022. Michael trained for the Unitarian ministry at Harris Manchester §
College and spent a happy eighteen months as student minister with
the Chapel Society from January 2019 to June 2020. He has been an
active Unitarian for over twenty years, leading worship in Unitarian
congregations across the London and South East District. He served
as Chair of the LDPA from 2020 to 2025. With Rev Kate Dean from
Rosslyn Hill Unitarian Chapel he is the co-author of Soul Deep, an 8-
week engagement course for small groups published by Lindsey Press
in 2024. Michael is also a member of the Unitarian Summer School
panel.

|

Michael Allured

Michael leads our service on Sunday 23" November
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Rev Patrick Timperley

Patrick writes: | studied theology not very far from the location of the
picture - at the University of Wales - and | was an ordained minister in the
Church in Wales (Anglican). | started attending a Unitarian chapel 30 years
ago and | am now minister of the Boston congregation in Lincolnshire, and
President of the National Unitarian Fellowship.

Patrick Timperley Patrick leads our service on Sunday 30" November

For past services led by the featured worship leaders see:
https://vimeo.com/oxfordunitarians/videos

New Book Review
Opening and Closing by Josephine Seccombe

How we begin and how we end matters. The threshold moments of opening and closing a gathering,
whether it’s a group service, a one-to-one, or a time of personal silence, set the tone for everything
in between.

This book, compiled with deep care by Josephine Seccombe, offers a treasury of nearly 300 pairs
of quotations for those moments. Inside you’ll find prayers, poems, blessings, and quotations
gathered from many times, cultures, and faith traditions.

From the wisdom of the Desert Fathers and Mothers, to the beauty of Rumi, Julian of Norwich, the
Psalms, the Tao Te Ching, and contemporary voices like Thich Nhat Hanh, Alice Walker, and John
O’Donohue, Josephine has woven together a collection that is inclusive, grounding, and beautifully
adaptable.

It is a companion for ministers and facilitators, yes, but also for anyone who holds reflective space:
in silence, in supervision, in workshops, in communal worship, or simply in the quiet of their own
heart.

As one reviewer wrote, “Beginnings and endings are so important, those threshold moments which
invite us to take in the other, and then let them go, knowing they have changed us. Josephine
provides us with an inclusive selection of wisdom from across centuries and cultures.”

This is not a book to read once and put aside, but one to return to again and again. A well you can
draw from whenever words are needed to frame silence, to send people forth, or to bless the in-
between.

Rev Lavinia Jones
One Spirit Interfaith Foundation

Opening and Closing by Josephine Seccombe, price £6 with the option to pay more, can be
downloaded as a pdf directly from One Spirit Interfaith Foundation:
https://www.interfaithfoundation.org/opening-and-closing/



https://vimeo.com/oxfordunitarians/videos
https://www.interfaithfoundation.org/opening-and-closing/
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O)gford Unitarians

We are a religious community that is inclusive, not exclusive.
Our Chapel embraces all free-thinking Christians
but equally those of other faiths and those who have none
but are also secking a spintual path.
We respect and value the views of all those entering this church
for your insight can deepen our religious community.
We ﬁjold to no conformity of belief but seck communality
of spiritual purpose.
Our religion 1s cgout deeds not creeds.
Our purpose s to help us follow a spiritual path
authentic to each qrru.s.
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Deadline for next newsletter: Sunday 14™ December 2025
The newsletter is compiled by volunteers of the Chapel Society and contributions from members
and friends are welcomed. Please email: OxfordUnitarians@gmail.com
The Manchester College Oxford Chapel Society committee exercises final editorial control.



mailto:%20oxfordunitarians@gmail.com

